INFLUENCE OF THE SV3TEM
and especially to the Outeastes, three great truths Trhic
their belief in the village deities specially prepares then:
to accept:
(a) First, the truth of the existence of an omniyrj-
tent God of infinite love, the creator and the ruler
of the universe, and the Father of all mankind, a truth
which stands out in vivid and startling contrast to their
belief in a multitude of evil or ill-tempered spirits
always ready to do them grievous harm, vrlth rr;
superior power to control them.
(&) Second, the truth of zhe universal redemption
from sia and the great gift of direct, personal access to
an almighty, all-loving God through Jesus Christ.
This truth stands in equally striking contrast to the
poor and miserable communion with a petty local deity
offered through the blood of their animal sacrifices.
To compare great things with small, it is as though a
poor villager suffering from the persecution of a petty
local official were suddenly told that he had free right
of access to the kind and powerful collector of the
district. The good news of free access to God is a
real Gospel of freedom.
(c) And thirdly, there is the great truth of the
equality of all men in God's sight and the universal
brotherhood of man. It is a truth very dimly fore-
shadowed In the rites of their primitive cult; but in the
Christian Church it stands out as the very essence of
the Gospel message. And it is a truth that makes a
powerful appeal tQ the hearts of the downtrodden and
depressed.
Thus, while the cult of the village deities provides
little foundation of belief or practice on which the
Christian Church can build; on the other hand it has
kept alive a sense of deep spiritual needs, which
Christianity alone can satisfy. It certainly brings
religion down into the every-day life of the people.
The ordinary villager of South India does nothing
without offering prayer to the village deity, while the
shrines and symbols that are ^pattered all over the
countryside keep constantly before his mind ths